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M AT. xxv. 40. 3 
I naſmuch as ye have done it unto one bf 


the heaft of theſe my e ge have 
done it unto A.” 


7 5 18 expected, no FR that, 
in Diſcharge of the Office I 
8 am now honoured with, I 
v8 ſhould ſpend much Time in 

proving, the Lamfalne, and aſſerting 
the greatUſefulneſs, of Cuuxcu-Mosics, 
in vindicating has venerable Aſſiſtant 
to Diyine Worſhip from the Cavils of 

ignorant and unreaſonable Menn. 
Bor. This, I conſider, hath, on 25e 
ſolemn Occaſions, been ſo oſten and ſo 
ſatisfactorily done, that every —_ of 
that Kind may now ſeem uſeleſs. 
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5 
is not ſuppoſed that we are fas 


el with -the-Attendance of Thoſe, 
whoſe Unhappineſs tis to deſpiſe theſe 


our Helps to Devotion ; and, therefore, 


the Belt 1 could urge in — 
e thereof would be as under iceable 
| > to Them As tis [leſs to T. 


IL fully perſuaded. that none of 
my preſent Audience can be inſenſible 


ok the Divine Influenees of Cuurcy- | : 


NSA 


Mosicæ. And Lee whoſe Affections 5 


an cke Pitch of 1 ; He, 


whoſe: Heart! hath not been dilated and 


6x pened, and his Mind prepared and 


peel for the Reception of good Im- 
e muſt be of the Earth, earthy. 

Tis comfortable to feel, but not eaſy 
to deſtribe the great Prevalency of fuch 


Performances to kindle in our 2 that 


heavenly Ardour which envigorates and 


afſiſts Us in our Adorations, and which 

_ renders'Publick Worſhip highly accep- 

table to!Gop, as well — moſt affecting 
: and delightful to ES 


A 


A pus Senſe of This, and the known 
| Tendency of ſuch Performances to raiſe 


Men's Hearts above the World, to c/f 
out the" evil Spirit of Avarice, and to 


inſpire kind and benevolent Aﬀections, 
| (Ti his) was the Motive which Ar occa- 


— (and may it always continue) the 
ANNWERSARY MEETING of the TyrEs 
Cholxs, here united in one moſt lau- 


dable Deſign of rendering their Skil! 


in a very uſeful as well as polite Science 
contributive to the two beſt Ends that 
could be, the Glorifying God, and doing 
Good 70 Ar diſtreſſed Bretbren. 
Ax if I could be any Way inſtru- 
mental in promoting fo laudable a De- 
ſign, nothing could * me 0 great 


= Satis faction. 


'Tis with 27 View that, 4 the Sub- 
ject of our preſent T houghts, made 
choice of the Words' which I before 
read to you age as ye Pave | 


done it, &c. 


Tus Words are a Part of that Eulogy 
which ſhall be PT by our 8a- 


viour 


viour at the Laſt Day in Commenda- | 
tion of the Rigbteous, the accompliſhed 

Number of the Elect, who ſhall then 
be welcomed. by Him into the. cz/eftial 
Aaizſom, having, before their Entrance 
into: the Joy of their Lord, been ſolemn- 
I) judged, honourably acquitted, and, 


A the Good they have done, publickly 


commended and applauded. 
Tux Grand Article of their Ap- LE 
plauſe, the Acts for which they ſhall 
receive the highe/t Acclaim, we are here 
told, will be their Woris of Mercy, 
their feeding the Hungry, clothing the 
| Naked, &c. And what will then be 
the Grand Article of our Applauſe 
ſhould nom be the Great Concern of our 
Lives: What will en entitle us to Mer- 
cy, and advance us to Glory, ſhould 


now be our main Study and the Buſineſs | 


wherein we ſhould labour to excell. 

JI 0 this, I truſt, we are all of us pi- 5 
ouſly diſpoſed, and ano ready to give | 
one Ames dh n of it. To quick- 


en us herein the Example of our dot 
ſed 


670) 


= | 0d Loo wil be of the greateſt Preva- : 


lency. Let us, therefore, 7 
Hin, Conſider His great Ten dernef 
towards the Afflicted, here expreſ- 
ſed by his accepting all the good 
Offices done unto Then as done 
unto Himſelf. And let us 
Second, Obſerve that this his Tender- 
neſs towards Them is here repreſent- 
i ed as ariſing in Himfrom Affections 
of Humanity, from their being 
his Brethren; and conſequently, 
that tis a Temper moſt agreeable 
to the higheſt Per: 1 of our 
Nature. | 
ls as the Welfare as well as "the 


Dignity of Man conſiſts in his acting 


agreeably to the Perfection of his Na- 
ture, we ſhall from hence be eaſily led, 
Thirdly, To conſider the preſent. Ad- 
vuantages, as well as the future Re- 
compence of e with this 
Duty. And 
Tah ly, I will beg Land to. ſignify 
how commendable a Branch. of 
this 


951 


_ this Duty the preſent Aﬀembly 1 is 


honoured in promoting. 


bh. then, as our bleſſed Saviour is 1 
the Pattern we ſhould in all 
Things be ambitious to follow, let 
us conſider Hs great Tenderneſs 


towards the Afflicte. 


Mengc is the darling Attribute of the 
dau Being, which he delights to diſ- 


play upon every fit Object. To make 


Way for it, and to render us capable of 
it, brought our bleſſed Redeemer from 
the Realms of Glory. And as his Death = 


was the moſt ſurprizing Inſtance of it, 


ſo his whole Life was one continued 
Act of it. He went about doing Good, 
Accs x. 28. And tho to 1 us 
from everlaſting Miſeries was his great 
Dtieſign; yet the Calamities of 24s Life 
he heartily commiſerated and kindly 
relieved. Healing the Sick, and admi- 
niftring Comfort to the Diſtreſied, was 
the Employment he was daily conver- 
ſant in, and in which he ſeemed above 
7 all * to — 1 


Ap 


(91. 


An» to encourage the lile Teniper 
in 1 Us; that in His Abſence We may 

carry on and abον in this Word of 1 
n Lord, He aſſures us that o. — 


Pour ſhall not be in vam. i 
Ou Kindneſs to the 22 He ; 
| Sore acknowledpes as a Benefaction to 'q 
Himpelf; ſolemnly declares that what _ f 


is beſtowed on Them ſhall be placed to | 
His Account; and for the Requital 5 
thereof Himſelf ſtands voluntari 1 
bound and engaged. The greateft 
Lore the moſt affectionately expreſſed! 
Wr is mentioned as the Ground = 
und Care of this his Tenderneſs and 
Compaſſion 1 is their being his Brerbren. 
"That is given as the Reaſon of his 'thws 
ſympathizing with Them in their Dif- 
treſs. Inaſimuch as. e Hude done it to 
theſe my Brethren, ye have done it un. 
10 Me. That Miliavice,; it ems, made 
'Them a Part of H jel, and fitly — | 
titled Them to His ſo great Regard. + 
Now, the Word Brerhren is a Term 
commonly * in 3 to denote 
Bf 8 our 
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[46] 
our Relation to one another as ; Men. 
And, therefore, accordi ing to my 
Second Propoſition, tis more than 
; probable that, in the Uſe of that 
Term, our Saviour's Deſign was 


to exhibit himſelf as acting here- | 


An upon a Principle of Humani- 
, that ſo He might appear moſt 


in 7 "properly; imitable. 


eee he plainly 3 that 


| able Tenderneſs and Compaſſion aroſe 
in Him from ſuch Aﬀections as are 
proper to Human Mature, and a Part 


of its Excellency and Perfection; that 


be was moved thereunto by a common 


Impulſe of it, and by ſuch Deſires, 


Propenſities, and Inclinations, as are 
genuine of it. 


Tris, es and whatever, ak 


is recommended to us by hrs Example, 
( Dat beſure) is moſt agreeable to the 
Dignity of Man; not impoſed as a 
Tas, but preſcribed as a reaſonable 
+; . not enjoined as a mere Trial 
of our r Obedience but; as a Temper 


SI, 


_ ſuitable 


1 


« 


a So. od — I a. woe. a A. 


ties, which unhappily confine to our- 
ſelves thoſe Affections which ech 
otherwiſe be communicated to 41l. 


| TX IT 1 
faltible: and ornamental to our Na- 
ture. 5 

T EIS compaſſionate Diſpoſition was 
in Him the pure Iſſue of unblemiſped 
Mature, and is plainly repreſented as 


ſuch. And that the ſame Diſpoſition 


doth not equally prevail in Us is ow- 
ing to, and denotes, a Depravity of 
Nature; by Means whereof, a falſe 
Judgment (a wrong Opinion of world- 
ly Goods and worldly Enjoyments) is 


in Us, the Source of Pride, Covetouſ- 


neſs, and other narrow-ſoul'd Quali- 


« 


Ir therefore We would ſhew "RT 


Im Men, we muſt copy after Him, 
the great Exemplar of Human Perfec- 
tion, muſt prove ourſelves due Parta- 


ters of Human Nature by an affecti- 


ſhew ourſelves uſeful Members of one 
Body fitly compatted, not only by co- 


onate Regard for all Mankind, and 


operating with the. Mole in a joint 
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| Performance of our reloectiv Services, 
but alſo by ſuffering with _— Limb 
hat ſuffers, 1 Cor. xii. 26. 


| We are no longer Men * whilſt 
we have Compaſſion one of another, — 


whilſt we /ove as Brethren, and are bi- 
riſul, 1 Pet. iii. 8. Upon a Failure 


of this common Tenderneſs and Com- 
paſſion, our Relation to Humanity | is 
diſſolved: We are then no longer ei- 


ther Fellow-Chriftians, or Fellou-Crea- 


tures, but Perſons disfranchiſed, cut 


off, as well from the Society of Hu- 


man Kind, as from the Communion 
of Saints, and aRing beneath the Dig 


nity of Man, as well as contrary to 


the Example and Direction of our 8a 
viour. But iq, 
- Thirdly, The W FAG as well as Fi | 
Dignity of Man conſiſts in his 
acting agreeably to the Perfecti · 
on of his Nature: And did this 

5 iſlionate Diſpoſition pro- 
| * prevail among us, we 
2 ſhould Ang it as | conducive to 
our 


UT 13 1 
our well being as tis inſeparable 
from our Duty. 

| 5 Man is a ſociable Creature, the 
Happineſs of Human Life cannot con- 
ſiſt in Hel ſlove, but in mutual Aﬀec- 
tions, in Offices of Kindneſs alternately 
diſplay d thro the h Community; 
of which Community every one ſhould 


be a Part equally contributive to, and 


equally ſharing 1 in, one common Good. 
And 'tis the Want of this reciprocal 
Love and Affection that makes Man- 
kind a mixed Multitude, of ſeparate 
Intereſts, perpetually claſhing and jar 
ring; whereby the agreeable Harmony 
of Human Society is turned into a 
miſerable Di/cord, the greateſt Obſta- 
cle to publick Felicity, as well as the 
greateſt Scandal to Human Kind. 
Is all Mankind were ſo truly Chri- 
| ſtian as to partake of the Temper re- 


commended in my Text, were we all 


ſo charitably diſpoſed towards each 
other that we could rejoice with them 
that do rejoice, an Weep with them 

E that 


- 
P 


A 
* 


: 141 

that weep, Rom. xii. 15. ben we 
_ thus heartily congratulate one another 
in Profperity, and ſympathize with 


each other in Adverſity, 


Ovrx Share of Sorrows, if they 
were thus diftributed, would be but 


ſmall. And if we would add to or 


own the Felicity of all our Brethren, 


great would be our Joy upon Earth. 
85 Let ſuch a Temper as his prevail a- 
mong us, and we ſhould ſee a Kind of 
Heaven upon Earth, and might begin 
in this Life that Happineſs which 
ſhall be comp leated in the next. 


Gxxar is the Delight, great is the 


5 Complacency, naturally iſſuing from 


theſe Labours of Love. Unhappy is 


the Diſpoſition that debars Men of it. 
ON the one Hand, that Aba ice, 


which violently checks the Relentings 
of Nature, makes every miſerable Ob- 


ject a Pain to the Sordid. The Re- 


mains of Humanity upbraiding his 


Cruelty muſt needs cauſe ſuch an Un: 


caſineſs 


how muh 5 


| happier would this Life be? 


L's 1 
eaſineſs in bis Soul as might wiſe] y in- 
* cline him out of Charity to him/elf to 
relieve his Brother. But, on the ozher 
Fand, as ſoon as the Vearnings of your 
Bowels towards your diſtreſſed Brethren | 
are complied with, ſuch a Pleaſure. and 
Satisfaction preſently ariſes in your 
Mind, (ſuch a ſolemn Approbation and 
ſuch a ſecret Applauſe) that ye readily 
ſay within yourſelves, ric more bleſſed io 
dive than to, receive, Acts xx. 35. and 
cannot help acknowledging, that the 
Comfort of having done Good hath 


laid you under a real Obligation for the 


Opportunity of doing it. So agreea- 
ble to our Nature are the Laws of God 
that, upon every Compliance with 
them, immediately the exulting Heart 
diffuſeth Joy che the whole Syſtem, 
and every. Affection of the Soul cheer- 
fully eXproſieth its n Content- 
ment. 85 
TEE Promiſes of nah Riches mus 
to the Charitable are Inducements be- 
| low the — of an Audience whoſe 


© | | | | It | 
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Liberality proceeds from higher Motives. 


return to made more * 


But if, in Juſtice to the Subject I am 
treating of, I may be allowed to nen. 


tiom them, after a ſhott Digreſſion I ſnall 


your Attention 


As thicſs Works of \tiercyralibe r 


Means of continuing to you that Bleſſin; 
of God hieb maketh Rich; ſo will they 


be the Means of preventing that Sorrow = 


which is ulually \ added to. the Wealth of 


the Sordid, Pro. x. 22. 


Tur Barth is the Lord's, and che Ful- 


—2 thereof, Pſal. xxiv. 1. And beſure 

agreeable to hi Goodneſs to 
beſtow Earthly Treaſures on thoſe: that 
dedicate them to his Service, than on 
thoſe that make them the Inſtruments 
of his Diſhonouir by: conſuming them 5 
on their Pride or their Luſts. | 


tis more 


Tun Wile Man mentions Alus as . 


beſt Defence againſt Poverty. He that 


giveth 10 the Poor ſpall not lach, Prov. 
Xxvili. 27. He had obſerved, tliat whaz 


1 thus leut uno be * was uſually 
44. e 4 aa 


SED 


71 
d in e moſt bountiful 1 
Prov. xix. +7. and that Men's honouring 
God with their Subſtance was the farcf 
Means to enlarge it: That it would 
fill their Barns with Plenty, and make 
their Preſſes burſt out with new Wine, 


Prov. iii. 9, 10. 


Ix the Goſpel too, Gedling hath P ro- 


25 of the Life that now is as well as of 


that which is to come, 1 Tim. iv. 8. In 
my Text, and the adjoining Verſes, 
Works of Charity are recommended as 
the beſt Means of feeling the Kingdom 
of God, and the ſureſt to entitle us to 
an Inheritance therein. And upon our 
ſeelin 15 frſt his Kingdom, a Supply of 


worldly Accommodations is enſured to 


us by our Saviour, Mat. vi. 23. Thus 


He, who is more ready to beſtow his 
Favours than we to deſerve them, can 
no more neglect your Charity a ͥ than 
he will forget it hereafter. What will 
at the Laff Day beſo folemnly recogni- 


zed ſhall not in his Life want proper 


Tokens of his Yo nor be 
| ſuf- 5 


„ 
3 * * 


1 


ered 210 in this, ime to be neon 
| guiſhed. 1. | 

Tue Apoſtle likewiſe exhots to Li. 
: berality from God's known Readine St 


blefs it. He directs the Corinthians bil 

look upon their Ane not as a Part of 
their Subſtance 22 or thrown away, but 
as a, Part of it laid out to great Advan- 
tage. Comparing it to thoſe F. ruits 
whereby we are ſuſtained, he intimates 
that, like ozher Sceds, it multiplied. by 
bein ng /cattered, and yielded {o large an 
5 that he which ſowed, planter 
ouſly beſt confulted his Intereſt 110 


Gain, 2 Cor. ix. 


'Tavs, I fay, the Eau 6 of Plenty 


lies open to the Charitable; and; by the 
ſecret Workings of Divine "Providence, 
hat ye give to the Poor ſhall be taken, 
from your Heap without leflening It, 
and, like the Widow's Cruſe of Oil, in- 


creaſe in your . Hands by TE Berl 
port «AT 


VI᷑ will bend PI hae 8 en- 
titles the Parent to Go 'sBlelling will, en- 
tail 


0 1 
7 * bleſſing on his Iſſue. He, who 
ſheweth Mercy unto Thouſands in Them 


that love Him, may viſit on the Chil-. 


dren the Uncharitableneſs of the Ta- 
ther, by transferring the Wealth of the 
Sinner into the Family of the Juſt; 
' whilſt he Good Man ſpall leave an In- 
heritance zo his Children s Chilaren, 
Prov. xiii. 22. 
Ax as this Diſperſing of your Sub- 
ſtance i is the likelieſt Means both to 17 
creaſe it for Wurſelves, and to ſecure 
it to your Poſterity; ſo tis the only 
Means to ſupply both You and Their 
with Comfort in the Uſe of it. 
As there is no Religion without 
Charity, ſo there is no true Felicity 
It 6 Relig ion. Wicked Men may 
poſſeſs a krge Eſtate, but Good Men 
only can enjoy it. Luxury and Vanity 
may ſerve to conſume it, but Godli- 
neſs only can make it conducive to an 
happy Life. 

: Nag ſolid 83 the axes | 


Complacency, which every charitable 
TEES © 
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Act immediately adden 1 before 


obſerved. But to That I have here to 


: ſubjoin, that theſe religious Joys, ari- 
ſing in your Minds from a Senſe of 
having done your Duty, are not (like 


carnal Pleaſures) tranſient and ſhort- 
liv'd. Ye can afterwards ruminate 


upon Them with a conſtant and laſting 
Satisfaction; and every Remembrance 


of them yields you freſh Delight. And 


what a Fund of ſubſtantial Pleaſure 


then muſt a regular Habit of Munifi- | 


_ cence accumulate and lay i in, conſtant- 


I) to ſupply the Mind with j Joyous Re- 


flections? 
War an inexpreſſible Addition : 

muſt it be to the innocent Gratificati- 

ons of a plentiful Fortune, to conſider 


that, by the good Uſes whereunto ye 


daily apply it, ye are entitling your- 
ſelves to a more glorious Inheritance in 
a better Region ? That thereby ye are 


laying up in Store {far yourſelves againſt 


the Time to come? 1 Tim. vi. 19. That 
5 are Saas, a comfortable Proviſion 


— 


1 21 } 
againſt another World: That, when 
theſe Things fail, ye may be received 
into everlaſting. Habirations Luke 
XV1. 19. | 
By theſe Means ye may, with 83 
tlafadtion and Delight, walk along the 
pleaſant Paths of Piety and Virtue 
_ thro' every Stage of this Life, and at 
the End thereof may depart in Peace, 
void of that Anxiety and Remorſe 
with which the whole Courſe of the 
Wicked is infeſted. Every Thought 


ol a future State muſt diſtract and a- 


maze Him: And, upon the Approach 
of Death, He ouſt be overwhelmed | 
with Horror and Dread; and, when 
he 7s driven away in bis 77 ichedueſe 
Prov. xiv. 13. he may, with Reluc- 


tancy and Deſpair; look back upon 


this World like Lots Wife upon So- 
dom: Whilſt, 1 ſay, the Charitable 
and Pious, having better Things in his 
View, might, at that Time, look up- 
on his earthly Eſtate with Contempt 
and Dildain, were it not * the Means 

| IM 


1 [ : 22 4. 
it had afforded Him of doing Good, 


and the Comforts he now feels of hay- 


ing done it. 


Thus agreeable, O ye 22 of the 


: Father, 18 your Entertainment oh the 


Road that leads to your final Abode. 


But infinitely ſurpaſling 7578, infinite- : 
Iy beyond all that can be conceived, 


will be your Receprion at your Tar. 


ney End, where That Part of your 


Treaſures, which is lent unto the Lord, 


is fafely laid up for your Refreſhment 
and Comfort, the only Portion of 


them that can accompany you into an- 
other World. 


Tos Cœleſtial Delights, lid up in 


Reverſion for you, human Eloquence 
is unable to deſcribe, They are : ſuch : 
as Eye hath not ſeen, nor Ear beard, 
T Cor.i ii. 9. So infinitely ſuperior to the 
beſt Worlaly Gratification, that no ad- 
equate Idea of them can thereby be 


formed in our Mind. 
Bur inexpreſſibly great as they a ar 


my Text and the adjoining Verſe: 


ure | 


2 uber... a 
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ſure us, that theſe Works of Mercy 
are the neceſſary and the moſt effec- 
tual Means of advancing Us to Them. 
ad plainly intimate that, at the 
of Judgment, our everlaſting 
; Condiden will be determined by me 
Works. 

THE only Thing here-mentioned as 
then to be enquired into, is, whether we 
have fed the Hun 5 clothed the Ma- 
ked, and adminiſter d Comfort to the 
Diſtreſs d. By that Duty alone the, 

Juſtice and Mercy of the eternal Sen- 
tence ſhall hen be declared. - 1 
Nor but that cer Acts of Obedi- 
ence ſhall be - confidered in the Ac- 
count; but that the Greateſt of Theſe. 
16 Charity, x Cor. xi. 13. Becauſe 
without That all our Doings are no- 
thing worth. And becauſe too this 
truly charitable Diſpoſition proceeds 
from ſuch a Senſe of Religion, and in- 
dicates oe an Habit of it, ED ſhews. 
Men throughly furnithed unta all 
good Mürl, 2 Timm, 1 iii. 17. 8 
ZE Chanrry 5 
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 Qurantey 3 is deſcribed by $t. Paul as 


iſſuing our of à pure Heart, a good 


Conſcience, and a Faith unfeigned. 
And tis then, as he calls it, the End 


the G Tia Tis Lara ſq sx ias. 


the Perfection of Evangelical Obedi- | 


ence, I Tim. i. 5, 


- And accordingly he calls it, in ano 


ther Place, the Bond of Perfe&neſs. 


EvrSeqjuus Tis Tex, A Collection or a B ind- 


ing together of all Virtues; ſuch a 
Confpiration of Chriſtian Duties as is 


properly the Fulfilling of the Law, 


Nom. xiii. 10. Becauſe, I ſay, tis Cha- 


rity that crowns all Religious Services; 


and becauſe the /ame Piety, which in- 
fluences you to theſe Works of Mercy, 


is equally powerful to diſpoſe you to 


| the Performance of every Duty. 


Nay, moreover, —Whereinſoever the 


; truly Charitable fail in their Duty, 
Dat Diſpoſition will moſt powerfully 


recommend them to Mercy. For, as St. 


Peter lays, Charity ſhall cover the Mul- 


titude of Sins, 1 Pet. iv. 8. As it dif- 
8 


AAC, 


ofeth 4 to look with a favourable Eye f 
on the Slips of our Brethren, ſo will it, 
upon our Repentance, prevail with our 


heavenly Father to blot out all our 
Tranſgreſſions. h | 


Ap tis, I conceive, in this Senſe that 
this Duty of Charity is repreſented in 
the Go/pel as anſwering to all the propi- 


tiatory Ceremonies uſed in the Law. 
As it denotes a pure Heart and a 
clean Infide, our Saviour gives it the 


Preference to all the Waſbings and Pu- 


rifications of the eus. Give Alms of 
fuch Things as ye have, and all Tomy are 
clean to you, Lie xi. 41. 


Ap as tis the moſt effectual Means = 


7, entitling us to the Benefits of Chriſt's 
Death, tis likewiſe mentioned as an- 
firering to all the Offerings and Sacri- 
faces required in the Law. Nay, tis 


mentioned as exceeding them and . 


ferable to them. I will have Mercy 


and not Sacrifice, Mat. xii. 7. And be- 


ſure 'tis a more acceptable Oblation to 


| the Divine Being chan the Blood of 
D Bulls 


0 5 
** 
— —— . C . : 
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Bulli and Goats, or the beſt prepared 


- Incenſe or Perfume. 


To do Good and 10 communicate for- 


get not; for with ſuch Sacrifices God is 


And the 


well pleaſed, Heb. xiii. 16. 


=_ of the Philippians he calls an O- 


dour of a ſweet Smell, a Sacrifice accep- 
_ well pleaſing unto God, Phil. iv. 18. 
plain Aſſertion that Charity is the 


Chien s Altar of Incenſe and his Altar 


of Sacrifice, his Ovuraruprov and his Ovotagypiey 3 ; 
and that Alms-Deeds are his Frankin- 


cenſe and his Holocauſt, his oui abi and 
his i , And conſequently they 


are the prime Things now under the 
Goſpel to obtain God's Mercy and Ac- 
ceptance. 


Tnus well clenling unto God, thus 


indiſpenſibly neceſſary are theſe your 


 Labours of Love; without which ye 


could not be admitted i into he Joy of 

your Lord; and by Means whereof ye 
Wil ſecure de the Comforts of 
ibis Life and the Happineſs: of the next, 
wal entitle yourlelves and Families to 
EE God's 


1 — & 1 
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God's Bleſling and Protection here, and 
to everlaſting Glory hereafter. 
How commendable a Branch of this 


Duty the preſent Aſſembly is ho- 


noured in promoting we come 
Laflly to confider. 5 
TEE "Aiſtreſſed Widows wid 3 1 


of the Eſtabliſhed Clergy are the Per- 
ſons for whoſe Relief your requeſted 


Favours are deſigned: Perſons ſo nearly 


related to the Ambaſſadors of Chriſt, 
that ye will not reckon hem among the 


Leaſt of these his Brethren. 


Gop is the Father of the Fatherleſs, : 


” and Guardian to the Widow, Pſal. Ixviii. 


s. And in Imitation of Him ye look 


upon ſuch in general as the fitteſt Ob- 


jects of your Compaſſion. But to the 


Widows and Orphans of the Clerga x 


your Charity hath hitherto abounded, 


and will zow, I truſt, abound. 


Your Regard for Religion hath gi- 
ven you an high Eſteem for thoſe that 


ſerve at God's Altar. And towards thoſe 
of them that are Dead * tis good 1 in you 


D2 „„ 
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to behave as David towards Jonathan; 
to ſhew the Kindneſs of God unto thoſe 
that are left of their Houſe, 2 Sam. ix. 
7, &c.—to provide that the Relicts and 
Iflue of thoſe that ſoed unto you Spiritual 
Things may reap your Carnal Thugs, and 
not be deſtitute of the common Neceſ- : 
mwwmiies of Life. | 
[Bi ©  _ Tus former Inſtances if your Good- | 
1K! nels towards them ſhew that ye do not 
look upon the diſtreſſed Remains of the 
1 - Clergy as common Objects. Ve have di- 
Linguiſbed them in your Benevolence, 
| not only as the Remains of Thoſe who 
have ſerved at God's Altar, but as the 
Remains of Thoſe who were Guardians 
to that Altar from Iablatry and Super /ti- 
tion. Ye look upon their Wives and 
Children as Pledges of Proteſtantiſm, as 
| Trophies of vanquiſhed Popery, a Tri- 
JJ © wmphoverit, and a Bulwark againſt it. 
. Your pious Anceſtors, who aſſiſted 
in the Reformation, obſerved with 
Grief that the Celibacy of the Clergy had 
not advanced the. I Honour of Religion. 
| And 
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And that forbidding 70 11arry was nei- 
ther expedient for 1 hem, nor agreeable 


to Scripture, 1 Tim iv. 3. They wiſely 


judged that the Miniſters of the Goſpel 
might be to their Flocks as proper Ex- 
amples of conjugal Affection and paren- 
tal Duties as of other ſocial Virtues. = 
Bur when they reſtored them to their 
Right of marrying and being giver in 


Marriage, tis wondered that Proviſion 


was not made for the Subſiſtence of 
their Families, by reinſtating the Paro- 


chial Clergy in the ancient Patrimony of - _- 
the Church. 


Bor then too ye had 1550 deprived of 


one moſt laudable Occaſion of exerci- 
ſing your Charity. And, indeed, your 
Readineſs to ſupply zhat Defect hath (in 
this and the adjacent Sees) in a great 
_ Meaſure ſilenced 259% Complaints, and 
brought Good out of Evil. And may | 
the 2 ork of God proſper i in your Hands 


Ezra v. 8 
'Ys will ſtill 1 them as Per- 
{ons ſuddenly reduced from a comfor- 
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80 ele Subliflence, 8 will | piouſly re- 


e that the Frowns of the World, like 


| the Unkindneſſes of an intimate Friend: 

it b cavily on Thoſe that have been "iy [- 

mer! filed upon by it. And what ye 
know to be an Aggravation of their Ca- 


Hinities will be an enn of Jour | 


VE will abs ny” Them as Pos. 


ſons thus reduced, not by their Vices or 


their Extravagances, but (a further Ag- 
gravation of their Miferies) by the Los 
of One on whom their Subſiſtence de- 
_ TY 
Ons, perhaps, whoſe Thoughts were 


0 wholly taken up in the Concerns of 
a better Life as to be leſs mindful of the 


Affairs of this than, in the Opinion of 


the Worlily, he might have been. 


3 Modeſty, not his Want 


of Merit, confined him to a ſlender 


Maintenance; and who thought it 
more agrecable to the 8acRED ORDER to 
do Good in a low Station, and to be an 


: Example of Contentment 1 in it, than by 


| _ too 


Tan} * 


too eager Solicitations to betray an un- 
becoming Thirſt for UTE Emolu- 
ments. | = 
Ok, who, tho' his Lot had fully in 
8 Ground, yet was willing, by a 
Decency of Life and moderate Hoſpita- 
lity, to maintain the Dignity of his Or- 
der, and to guard againſt that Contemps 
which might have rendered him Na. 8 
in . 
Ox, who thought himſelf obliged > 
to be to his Flock à Pattern of that 
Charity, of which his own F amily was 
a fit Object; he of his Lizzle giving 
plenteouſly, leſt others that had amch _ 


ſhould give none. For tis commonly 
the Fate of /all Livings to conſiſt of 


the Tents of the /Veedy, and the Habita- 
tions of the Sordid: Where, tho' the 
Objects are many and great, yet the In- 


h | cenſe of Charity would burn but flow, 


if the Miniſter did not often pur Ari in- 
10 the Cegſer. - 

Axy if the Wants brought upon a 
= + hon by a Prous a Diſpoſition be re- 


lieved 
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leved by the /ike Dil poſition in you, 


your Charity is properly applied. There- 
by ye will encourage orbers in the like 
lou Circumſtances to go and do likewiſe. 


(32) 


Thereby ye will diſſipate and diſ perſe 
the gloomy Proſpect, abate that Con- 


cern for their Families, which, in weak 
| Brathren, might affect their Integrity, | 


and ſolicit them to mean Compliances. 


| Thereby ye will do Honour and Service 
to the Religion ye profeſs: Ye will 
ſſew yourſelves Chriſt's Diſciples by 
theſe Fruits of your Love to your di- 


ſtreſſed Brethren. In fo doing great is 
your Goodne/s on Earth, and great for it 
ſhall be your Reward in Heaven. | 


